Dear ***

As my local MP for *** I would like to bring to your attention the #dontbreedblind campaign which I am supporting.

I am concerned that we are told to buy puppies from a ‘reputable’ or ‘responsible’ breeder (as per the government ‘PetFish”  and more recently the Kennel Club ‘be Puppywise’ campaigns) but at the present they are in the minority.   This amendment would help us know that the puppy we are buying has the best possible chance of a long and healthy life and the least risk of inheriting a painful and debilitating disease.

1. The campaign is asking for an amendment to the following legislation:

The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018

Part B – Specific conditions: breeding dogs (Schedule 6 of the Regulations)
Condition

6.5 No dog may be kept for breeding if it can reasonably be expected, on the basis of its genotype, phenotype or state of health that breeding from it could have a detrimental effect on its health or welfare or the health or welfare of its offspring.

with an addition of: 6.5a ALL dogs are required to undergo the hereditary health tests relevant to their breed prior to breeding.

Thousands of puppies are born each year to unhealth tested parents meaning they are at high risk of having to endure painful lifelong debilitating hereditary health conditions which, had the parents been tested, the risk could have been greatly reduced. Living with a dog with a chronic or life limiting condition causes both emotional and financial heartache and stress to the whole family. 

This would ensure breeders would be able to consider (together with temperament and conformation assessment and breed genetic health**) whether any particular dog is suitable to be bred from or know which dog it should be bred to in order to reduce hereditary disease risk.

The information would also be input into the Estimated Breeding Value (EBVs)data being collected and ensure a more accurate picture for consideration in the breeding program. 

Both of these would help us the puppy buying public know that our puppy had the best possible chance of leading a long healthy happy life. 

This is not a new proposal in 2010 the government requested the Independent Inquiry into Dog Breeding by Partick Bateson https://www.researchgate.net/publication/266277147_Independent_Inquiry_into_Dog_Breeding

Which recommended the following:
a. All pre-mating tests for inherited disease appropriate to the breed or breeds are undertaken on both parents. 
b. No mating takes place if the tests indicate that it would be inadvisable in the sense that it is likely to produce welfare problems in the off- spring and/or is inadvisable in the context of a relevant breeding strategy
2. The campaign is also asking the government to: prohibit the sale and advertising for sale,  of puppies born to parent dogs who have not had breed specific hereditary health tests to a minimum of Kennel Club Assured Breeder standard. This would apply to any sale: private sales, puppy selling websites and media sales - be it social or other.

3. The campaign is also asking for more emphasis to be placed on genetic COI (as opposed to KC pedigree COI) prior to breeding and this to be made a mandatory test – it is the lack of genetic diversity which is directly causing shortened lives and increased hereditary disease and leading breeds into extinction

I would be very interested to hear your views on this matter and how we can help make this a reality.

I would be grateful if you could help get this very important topic discussed in parliament by passing this onto the following members:  Minister for Defra Therese Coffey MP and Professor The Lord Trees (Vet)

You can find out more about this campaign here: https://pawsagainst.co.uk/dontbreedblind-campaign/
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Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely


A SUPPORTER 



#dontbreedblind campaign supporter 
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